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Digitalization process

 In the end of 2015 digitalization process has been finalized 
in all regions of Georgia

 There are 3 types of Multiplex platforms that were built:

 Public MUX – it was built by the Government of Georgia and is 
managed by Public Broadcaster of Georgia. 

 Private MUX (Stereo +) – Most channels operate there

 Regional multiplex platforms – MUX for small regional 
broadcasters who cannot afford to broadcast on the whole 
territory of Georgia. 



Licensing process

 After digitalization has ended, the licensing process in Georgia has 
changed completely. Broadcasters do not need licenses any more, the 
company only has to go through simple authorization process, which is 
much easier and almost excludes a chance of denial.  

 Almost any company that wants to become a broadcaster can do it, they 
only need to meet several requirements:

 The owners and directors cannot be members of political parties or 
employees of Government and administrative bodies

 The company must have a proof of appropriate financing 

 Affiliation with other media companies is checked for compliance with anti-
monopoly rules

 The owners of broadcasting company has to be transparent. An off-shore 
company cannot be owner of a broadcaster



 Significant simplification of the process for broadcasters

 The reason why changing of licensing regime became possible, was the 
digitalization. 

 Main purpose - plurality of Media, simplification of bureaucracy and 
democratization of the whole process. 



Access to the Multiplex platform

 Regulations for the access of multiplex platforms adopted by GNCC

 The main challenge was to make sure that all broadcasters that receive 
authorization in GNCC have chance to access multiplex platforms and 
plurality of media is secured. 

 These regulations make sure that interests of broadcasters as well as 
MUX operators are protected. They were developed in active 
cooperation with broadcasters and MUX operators.



Intellectual Property rights

 In last two years GNCC became very active in monitoring the violations 
of intellectual property rights of products that are broadcasted in 
Georgia

 We started a strict control of the rights of companies to broadcast 
movies and TV shows. Also the rights of cable operators to transit 
channels. 

 The challenge was that now, when all these companies were paying 
significant amount of money to purchase these rights, there were pirate 
web-sites that had all the new movies and TV shows for free. Some of 
them also made a transit of TV channels, including very popular sport 
channels that were not even available for cable operators. 



 GNCC started a proceeding against two biggest pirate web sites that 
were widely used in Georgia.

 GNCC finished hearings and applied sanctions, but the problem was still 
there

 GNCC requested from internet service providers to shut down the web 
sites

 Pirate web-sites were shut down



Pre-Election Media Monitoring

 This year we have the longest pre-election monitoring ever, because the 
President of Georgia announced the start of pre-election campaign 4 
months before the elections. Usually it was 2 months.

 Because of that, for the last 3 months, that is the main work that we are 
doing, especially my department, which is responsible for monitoring in 
general.

 Also this year we have a record number of broadcasters that have to be 
monitored, which is 50. During the previous Parliamentary elections in 
2012 it were 27 channels that were monitored.
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